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2017 National Competition


Office     608 - 845 - 3544

Monona Terrace 
Cell        608 - 712 - 9964

One John Nolan Drive
Email     mritchie@wiad.org

Madison, Wisconsin

DATE:
  April 5, 2017
TO:  
  SPEECH JUDGES 

FROM:   Molly Ritchie, WI State Director/ National Host

SUBJECT:  Speech Judges’ Assignment 
EVENT DATE:  Thursday, April 20, 2017  
EVENT LOCATION:  Monona Terrace Convention Center
EVENT TIME:  12:45 pm – 7:00 pm (shuttle departs at 12:20 pm)**
Greetings!  
Thank you for volunteering to serve as a Speech Judge at the USAD® National Competition in Madison!  Wisconsin is pleased to have been chosen to host this prestigious competition for high school students.
The date is rapidly approaching.  The event will be held within the Monona Terrace Conference Center at One John Nolan Drive.  Prior to your assignment, please read this memo in its entirety.  You will receive instructions during the training session* and may also go to www.usad.org to familiarize yourself with your assignment prior to the event.  Click on February packet is here and scroll to Helpful Information, then to the various Speech Judge links.  Don’t be overwhelmed; you will feel at ease following the training!  
Business casual attire is appropriate. Note that the decathletes will be professionally dressed. Your prompt arrival and service is vital to the overall success of the Competition.  Should you be unavailable to proctor at the last moment, please contact me immediately; a suggested replacement would be appreciated.  

Due to the sparse and costly parking in downtown Madison, a complimentary Gallant Knight shuttle will be available for transport to and from the Convention Center.  Volunteers may park in the now closed Badger Bowl Parking Lot, 506 E. Badger Road to ride the shuttle, at 12:20 pm.  Following the conclusion of the speeches, the shuttle will reload, from the Convention Center, and depart by 7:15, to return to Badger Bowl. Remember to lock your vehicle.  **Please promptly notify me, (contact info above) as to whether or not you intend to take advantage of this service, so the appropriate number of vans can be reserved.
Upon your arrival at the Conference Center, proceed immediately to the Check-In area, located in  Madison Ballroom D, Level 4, to retrieve your name badge, goodie bag and judge packet, prior to partaking in the *1:00 training and lunch (please notify me of any dietary restrictions).  Following the training you will proceed to your assigned station (according to the room listed in your packet) to prepare for the students.  The first speech begins at 3:00 pm. 
Volunteerism is a major factor in the continual success of Academic Decathlon.  I hope you enjoy your experience.  Your service is greatly appreciated.
LEARN MORE ABOUT WISCONSIN ACADEMIC DECATHLON @ www.wiad.org 
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